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DENVER 
We saw the future, and the 
future appears to be awesome. 
But, now come the playoffs. 
We saw Patrick Mahomes 
start his career highlight tape, 
complete with an absurd throw 
in the face of pressure against 

his body and splitting at least 
three defenders along the side- 
line on what turned out to be 
the game-winning drive. 

(Hold on. Let’s all exhale. 
OK.) 

But, now the playoffs. 

We saw the Chiefs’ backups 
— Alex Smith, Tyreek Hill, 
Travis Kelce and Marcus Peters 
were among those who didn’t 
play — beat Denver’s starters 
27-24 here on Sunday, and 
after so many years of looking 
up at the Broncos it’s hard not 
to find some meaning in that. 

But, now playoffs. 

We saw a fun game, not just 
Mahomes’ magic act but An- 
thony Sherman’s turn as a 
featured back and Tanoh Kpas- 
sagnon’s overpowering sack 
and Dustin Colquitt’s 77-yard 
punt downed at the 3. 

But, playoffs. 

This was the drink before 
dinner, or the small talk before 
negotiations. A fine way to pass 
the time, but not the point of 
the evening. We can spend all 
offseason talking about Ma- 
homes, and probably will, but 
for now he is still the theoret- 
ical quarterback for a season 
that is still more than eight 
months away. 

Because: NOW, PLAYOFFS. 

“There’s a certain urgency 
that comes with single-elim- 
ination games,” Chiefs coach 
Andy Reid said. “So you'll feel 
that.” 

This Chiefs team was always 
going to be fully and fairly 
judged on the playoffs, but 
that’s especially true after a 
wild regular season in which 
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Good win, but good is 
no longer good enoug 


DAVID EULITT deulitt@kcstar.com 


Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes, left, shares a moment with running back and fellow rookie 
Kareem Hunt after Hunt’s touchdown run in the first quarter on Sunday. 


they were the NFL’s best team 
for five weeks, then the NFL’s 
worst non-Browns team for 
seven, and then in some ways 
better than ever for the next 
three. 

All of that would be true even 
without the baggage this group 
brought from four years peaked 
at the division round, and even 
without the sorry history of a 
franchise that last played in the 
Super Bowl when the current 
chairman was 4 years old. 

This group will play with the 
undeserved advantage of a 


pseudo bye week, with fresh 
bodies, against a Titans team 
that won on Sunday for the first 
time since Dec. 3. 

If you watched this team for 
the first five weeks, or the last 
three before this glorified exhi- 
bition, you know it is fully ca- 
pable of beating anyone in the 
league. 

But if you watched this team 
for the seven weeks in the mid- 
dle, you also know it is fully 
capable of falling on its collec- 
tive face, and that’s even with- 
out the well-earned skepticism 


fans have built up over decades 
of being disappointed. 

These guys seem to under- 
stand, and accept, their place. 
This leadership group and core 
of productive players saved the 
Chiefs from the shame of the 
Scott Pioli years. That’s not 
nothing, but if you’ve lived in 
Kansas City long enough to 
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The Supreme Court will soon 
hear a case about Ohio's efforts 
to remove inactive voters from 
its rolls. 
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BY JULIE CARR SMYTH 
AND MARK SHERMAN 


Associated Press 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Joseph Helle was expecting a 
different sort of reception when 
he returned home from Army 
tours in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and showed up to vote in his 
small Ohio town near Lake Erie. 
His name was missing from 
the voting rolls in 2011, even 
though Helle had registered to 
vote before leaving home at 18 
and hadn’t changed his address 
during his military service. 
Helle, now the mayor of Oak 
Harbor, Ohio, is among thou- 
sands of state residents with 
tales of being removed from 
Ohio’s rolls because they didn’t 
vote in some elections. The 
Supreme Court will hear argu- 
ments Jan. 10 on the disputed 
practice, which generally pits 
Democrats against Republicans. 
The case has taken on added 
importance because the parties 
have squared off over ballot 
access across the country. Dem- 
ocrats have accused Repub- 
licans of trying to suppress votes 
from minorities and poorer 
people who tend to vote for 
Democrats. Republicans have 
argued that they are trying to 
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U.S. economy as ‘good as 
it gets; but here’s what 
could go wrong in 2018 


BY MARK DAVIS 
mdavis@kcstar.com 


Breathe easier, America. This 
New Year, the economy hits the 
ground running. 

This isn’t the surge-and-slip 
recovery we’ve gotten used to 
since the Great Recession. 
We’ve got low unemployment, 
low inflation and low interest 
rates. We’ve got high growth, 
high stock prices and high confi- 
dence. 


Economic news repeatedly 
surprises the experts by beating 
their expectations. 

The rest of the globe is doing 
well too, thank you very much, 
in what economists label as 
“synchronized” growth that’s 
showing “a rare bout of syn- 
chronicity.” In short, it’s good all 
over at the same time. 

Goldman Sachs declares the 
current state of the global econ- 
omy “As Good As It Gets.” 

“Finally in 2017, the global 
economy broke out of the dol- 


drums and put to rest a lot fears 
people had about secular stagna- 
tion,” said IHS Markit chief 
economist Nariman Behravesh. 

Secular stagnation is how 
economist Larry Summers de- 
scribes the malaise that has 
plagued the recovery for years. 
In Summers’ view, several fac- 
tors including an aging pop- 
ulation but mostly a stronger 
tendency to save and weaker 
inclination to invest would per- 
sist as headwinds. 

Still, there are risks to these 
good times. 

e The economy could begin to 
overheat, given that Washington 
just served up a $1.5 trillion tax 
cut and eyes a spending push 
when most economists argue the 
economy doesn’t need a push. 
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SHERIFF'S 
DEPUTY KILLED 


A man fired more than 
100 rounds at sheriff’s 
deputies in Colorado 
Sunday, killing one and 
injuring four others. 2A 
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COLUMN: BLACK 
WOMEN SHOULD 
SPEAK UP 


Need proof that America 
silences black women? 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 
877-962-7827 or kansascity.com/customer-service 


Classified 
Comics 
Lotteries 


9B : Obituaries 5A 
6B : Opinion 8A 
2A : Puzzles 7B, 9B 


Sports 1B 
TV 8B 


Just read this. 7A 
5 


11310105 0®1I 4 


7"M041131010 


